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Our Mission
International Child Development Initiatives (ICDI) 
promotes the psychosocial well-being of children 
growing up in difficult circumstances. We provide 
training, research, advice and partnership.  
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ICDI’s year
at a glance

Our year in  
numbers

Themes
in 2018

+/- 50.000
children reached

+/- 35.000
professionals reached

+/- 4.000
families reached

International learning exchange about 
prevention and early intervention in the 
early years

Ireland - the Netherlands - Norway - Portugal

PINN

Inclusive community-based Early Childhood 
Education And Care (ECEC) for Roma 
children

the Netherlands - Slovenia - Slovakia - Croatia

Latvia - Italy - Hungary - Belgium

TOY for Inclusion

Community reintegration and psychosocial 
support of children and young people 
internally displaced due to war

Ukraine

A New Home

Safeguarding the rights of girl infants by 
fighting prenatal sex determination and sex 
selective abortion

Nepal

Breaking the Barriers

A safe place for children in Dutch refugee 
centres

The Netherlands

Nest Centres

Nurturing babies and toddlers for a better 
future through play, early learning and 
responsive parenting

Ethiopia

Making the First 
1000 Days Count!

Improving children’s social and emotional 
well-being in preschool services

Belgium - Croatia - Hungary - Latvia

the Netherlands - Norway

SEED

Professional development and quality impro-
vement tools for intergenerational learning 
involving young children and older adults

Greece - Ireland - Italy - Netherlands

Slovenia - Spain - UK

TOY-PLUS

Using the Collaborative Comic Books 
Storytelling method to improve the well-
being and integration of migrant and 
refugee mothers and children

Spain - Slovenia - Italy - Greece - Cyprus

Bonds

Action research about the psychosocial 
well-being of 5-year-old children

Ethiopia

Universal Psychosocial 
Indicator (UPSI 5)

Youth-lead research to empower youth to 
combat abuse and (sexual) violence

Bulgaria - Tanzania

Adolescent 
Perceptions of 
Healthy Relationships

Creating child marriage free communities

Ethiopia - Bangladesh - Nepal

Pakistan - Sierra Leone

Her Choice

-	 Social and emotional well-being of 		
	 children

-	 Community-based early childhood  
	 education and care

-	 Inclusive education environments and 		
	 communities

-	 Intergenerational learning

-	 Prevention of child marriage

-	 Sexual and reproductive health and  
	 rights

https://icdi.nl/projects/proactive-international-network-for-newborn-and-young-children-pinn 
http://www.toy4inclusion.eu
https://icdi.nl/projects/a-new-home-ukraine
https://icdi.nl/projects/breaking-the-barriers-nepal
https://icdi.nl/projects/a-safe-nest-for-children-in-refugee-centres-netherlands 
https://icdi.nl/projects/making-the-first-1000-days-count 
https://icdi.nl/projects/social-and-emotional-education-and-development-seed 
https://icdi.nl/projects/toy-plus-together-old-and-young 
https://icdi.nl/projects/bonds 
https://icdi.nl/projects/upsi-5-and-its-global-relevance-ethiopia 
https://icdi.nl/projects/research-into-adolescents-perceptions-of-healthy-relationships 
http://www.her-choice.org/en/home/
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Young children with a migrant, minority or mar-

ginalized background often suffer from exclusion 

and segregation in Early Childhood Education and 

Care services. This has a detrimental effect on 

their rights, development, and future. 

TOY for Inclusion addresses exclusion from ECEC 

services and segregation by creating communi-

ty-based Play Hubs for children between 0 and 8 

years old:  non formal, inclusive ECEC spaces where 

children and families are welcomed to play, meet 

and take part in creative and social activities.  

In 2018, we opened 8 Play Hubs in 7 EU countries. 

They bring together Roma and non-Roma commu-

nities, build parenting skills and improve cooperati-

on between civil society and local agencies.  

So far, 4000 children, 2500 adults and 400 prac-

titioners participated in activities in the Play 

Hubs. 27% of them were from Roma origin. Over 

250 workshops were held for adults and children, 

including: parenting support, intergenerational 

activities, handcraft and toy-making workshops 

and info-sessions for parents on early years servi-

ces in their communities.  

With our partners, we developed a Toolkit for those 

who want to set up a Play Hub, and a What Works Gui-

de with key recommendations for policy and practice. 

TOY for Inclusion. The gateway to 
education for disadvantaged young 
children 

‘TOY for Inclusion is the best example 
of how to include Roma children at an 
early age’ 
Thorbjorn Jagland, Secretary General of the Council 

of Europe

HIGHLIGHTS

The project also produced a video to document the 

power of TOY for Roma inclusion and the creation 

of inclusive early childhood services. 

TOY for Inclusion was awarded the Lifelong Learn-

ing Award by the Lifelong Learning Platform for the 

best learning environment in Europe. 

Thanks to new funding from the European Com-

mission (Erasmus+ KA3) and the Open Society 

Foundations, in the next two years TOY for Inclusi-

on will open more Play Hubs also in new countries 

and will reach many more children and families. 

The TOY for Inclusion Play Hubs have been very 

successful in:

•	 Improving the transition experience of 		

	 Roma children to schools

•	 Improving parental skills and increasing 		

	 trust of Roma communities in the 	 		

•	 local services and promote cooperation 		

	 amongst services

•	 Increasing trust between Roma and 			 

	 non-Roma communities

1 TOY for Inclusion Toolkit

TOY for Inclusion Toolkit
A step-by-step guide to creating inclusive Early 

Childhood Education and Care (ECEC)
Play Hubs for all generations

1 

ECEC Play Hubs - a first step towards integration

In search for innovative responses
to discrimination of Romani children and communities

What Works Guide

Donors:  

European Commission • Rights, Equality and 

Citizenship Programme and the Open Society 

Foundations • OSF

TOY for Inclusion 
Toolkit >

TOY for Inclusion 
What Works Guide >

Video: Playing as the gateway 
to school and inclusion >

European Award for best 
learning environment >

‘It is a unique place for us. I have 
never seen a place where so many 
different children play together like 
in our Play Hub’
Mother of 4 children, Slovakia

https://www.reyn.eu/app/uploads/2019/02/flyer_A4_print.pdf
https://www.reyn.eu/app/uploads/2019/02/flyer_A4_print.pdf
http://www.toyproject.net/news/toy-inclusion-wins-european-award-best-learning-environment/
http://www.toyproject.net/news/toy-inclusion-wins-european-award-best-learning-environment/
https://icdi.nl/projects/toy-for-inclusion-phase-2
https://www.reyn.eu/resources/toy-for-inclusion-toolkit/
https://www.reyn.eu/resources/what-works-guide-toy-for-inclusion/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t13Owo707z8
http://www.toyproject.net/news/toy-inclusion-wins-european-award-best-learning-environment/
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HER CHOICE. Building child marriage-
free communities

HIGHLIGHT
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 HER CHOICE is 
an alliance of 
four Netherlands-
based 
organisations: 

These 
organisations 
combine their efforts 
with 27 local partner 
organisations:

to combat child 
marriage in eleven 
countries in Africa 
and Asia. 

The programme runs from January 2016 to December 2020 and is implemented in 
partnership with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands.
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The long-term goal (2016-2020) is to support the creation of child marriage-free 
communities in which girls and young women are free to decide if, when and whom to 
marry. The six intervention strategies are based on evidence, which shows that the most 
consistent results of targeting child marriages are achieved by fostering information, skills 
and networks for girls in combination with community mobilisation. Therefore, strategies 
focus on both areas:

GOALS AND STRATEGIES

Increasing girls’ control in decision-making

1 Investing in girls, their knowledge, skills related to 
Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) 
and participation in society: enhancing their compre-
hension of the negative effects of child marriage and 
of alternative options. 

2 Keeping girls in school: improving access to 
formal education for girls by supporting girl-friendly 
schools and building knowledge through schooling 
in general, and on SRHR in particular.

3 Improving access to youth-friendly SRHR services 
for girls: improving health services and by actively 
referring girls to health workers.

Mobilising relevant community actors

4 Strengthening the economic security of girls and 
their families: creating and supporting women’s self-
help groups with training and access to (financial) 
resources.

5 Transforming social norms and traditional prac-
tices: mobilising and supporting communities, inclu-
ding boys, men, women, leaders to promote girls’ 
rights and gender equity, to achieve gender equity in 
education, decision making, and access to services.

6 Creating an enabling legal and policy environ-
ment on preventing child marriage: supporting tra-
ditional leaders and (local) authorities to enforce 
national policies on preventing child marriage.

Child marriage is a widespread phenomenon, which endangers the healthy development and well-being 

of girls and young women all over the world. Each year, 15 million girls get married before the age of 18. 

HER CHOICE is a 5-year project, which started in 2016. It aims to build child marriage-free communities 

where each girl is free to decide if, when and whom she marries.

ICDI is part of the HER CHOICE alliance, together 

with Stichting Kinderpostzegels, The Hunger 

Project and the University of Amsterdam (rese-

arch partner). These organisations combine their 

efforts with 27 local organisations to combat child 

marriage in 11 countries in Africa and South East 

Asia.  ICDI is working in Bangladesh, Nepal, Paki-

stan, Ethiopia and Sierra Leone. 

In 2018 ICDI introduced two innovative activities:

- In Ethiopia, Nepal and Pakistan our partners 

trained girls and boys (12-18 years old) and their 

teachers to conduct children-lead research, a 

participatory approach that recognizes children 

as experts on their lives and makes it possible for 

their voices to be heard. Child researchers came 

up with useful and creative ideas to address child 

marriage in their communities.

- In Bangladesh, a one-stop shop service for girl 

victims of child marriage, called ‘The House of 

Peace’, inspired by a multigenerational ap-

proach for breaking the cycle of child marriage 

and poverty. In 2018, we created a place where 

multi-sectoral services (education, health, legal 

and psychosocial counseling, Early Childhood 

Education and Care (ECEC), vocational training) 

are offered to married and unmarried young wo-

men and men, with the involvement of children, 

grandparents and in-laws.

The mid-term review of Her Choice conducted by 

the University of Amsterdam in 2018, shows that 

the programme is already achieving tangible 

results. Girls have more knowledge about their 

sexual and reproductive health and rights and feel 

more in control about their decisions about if, who 

and when to marry. Child marriage rates in villa-

ges where the programme is implemented have 

dropped significantly compared to those areas 

where Her Choice is not (yet) operational. 

HER CHOICE in numbers

•	 Over 16.000 girls and boys improved their		

	 knowledge about sexual and reproductive 		

	 health and rights, life skills, leadership, and 		

	 economic empowerment.

•	 More than 1600 child care professionals 		

	 (teachers and health workers) were trained in 		

	 girl-friendly approaches to health and educati		

	 on and combating child marriage.

•	 More than 400 women and girls groups have 	  

	 been created and are actively advocating for 		

	 girls and women rights in their communities.

Donor: 

Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs

‘ICDI provided international 
expertise, networking and training, 
and as a result many villages 
in Pakistan are becoming child 
marriage free’
Anbreen Ajaib, Director of Bedari, 

local partner organization, Pakistan

http://www.her-choice.org/
https://www.kinderpostzegels.nl/
https://www.thp.org/
https://www.thp.org/
https://www.uva.nl/
http://www.her-choice.org/en/research/
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Nest centres are after school facilities for children 

in refugee centres (AZCs in Dutch) in The Nether-

lands, where they can spend time and enjoy crea-

tive and other activities. Nest is basically ‘a home 

away from home’, with the aim of strengthening 

children’s resilience and helping them cope with 

the difficult circumstances and uncertainty in 

which they live. 

In 2018 there were four Nest centres: in Katwijk, 

Burgum, Drachten and Ter Apel (opened in De-

cember 2018). All centres are run by Stichting De 

Vrolijkheid, by a core team of two professional 

staff members and an additional team of interns 

and volunteers. ICDI provides support to the teams 

with training, research and advice.

In 2018, ICDI:

- provided 4 training workshops to the Nest 

teams in Drachten, Burgum and Katwijk. In total, 

45 interns and volunteers were trained on child 

development, the Nest-approach and child parti-

cipation. All trainings provide participants with 

practical tools to strengthen children’s resilience 

and support their psychosocial well-being.

Nest. A safe place for children in Dutch 
refugee centres

HIGHLIGHT

- started participatory research in all Nest cen-

tres, whereby ICDI staff observe and take part in 

the daily Nest-activities. ICDI and the Nest team 

collect stories from the children about how they 

experience Nest and what Nest means in their 

daily lives. This research will continue in the co-

ming years.

- had regular supervision sessions with the core 

teams in all Nest centres, which gave the teams 

the opportunity to discuss the issues they faced.

- participated in an inspirational study visit to 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, the birthplace of the Nest 

model. Members from the Nest teams and ICDI 

director Mathijs Euwema saw the amazing work of 

the 14 active Nest centres in that country. Learning 

about the difficult socio-economic circumstances 

in which these centres operate provided the teams 

with new insights for their work in Dutch refugee 

centres.

‘This training gave me valuable insight into the 
history and aims of the Nest approach. I appreciated 
the mix of presentations and practical, interactive 
exercises. The training gave me a lot of new 
inspiration and ideas to work with the children at the 
Nest centre’
Volunteer at Nest in AZC Burgum

Donors:  

Dutch Postcode Lottery • Stichting Kinderpostzegels 

Nederland

https://vrolijkheid.nl/
https://vrolijkheid.nl/
https://icdi.nl/projects/a-safe-nest-for-children-in-refugee-centres-netherlands
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Research 
and 
advice                          
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Publications

Giulia Cortellesi, Jessica Harpley and Margaret 
Kernan (2018) ‘Intergenerational learning for 
building and transforming cultural heritage 
between young and old’, in Neil Asher Silberman 
and Angela Labrador (Eds) Oxford Handbook 
of Public Heritage, Theory and Practice, Oxford 
University Press. 

TOY-PLUS Consortium (2018) TOY for Quality 
Programme Guidelines, Leiden: TOY-PLUS Pro-
ject.

TOY-PLUS Consortium (2018) Together Old and 
Young - An intergenerational Approach: A Hand-
book for Tutors and Course Developers, Leiden: 
TOY-PLUS Project.

SEED Project Consortium (2018) The Psycho-
social Well-being of Young Children in ECEC 
Settings: Research Report of the SEED Project 
(2017-2019). Leiden: SEED Project.

SEED Project Consortium (2018) Social and 
Emotional Well-being of Young Children in 
ECEC Settings - Summary Report, Leiden: SEED 
Project.

Both, R., Cortellesi, G., Gebre, K., Kernan, M., Mus-
sie, A., Sehalu, A. (2018) Happy young learners: 
psychosocial well-being of young children in 
Ethiopia. Report of a research study. Addis Aba-
ba: ESD and Leiden: ICDI.

Conferences

Girls Not Brides Conference in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia (25-27 June 2018), attended by over 
500 delegates. Mathijs Euwema gave a work-
shop on the Girls QUAT Quality Assessment Tool.

European Early Childhood Research Association 
(EECERA) Conference in Budapest, Hungary (28-
31 August 2018), attended by 1000 delegates. 
Margaret Kernan gave a presentation about the 
TOY for Quality Programme.

International LEGO conference ‘Learning by Play’ 
in Billund, Denmark (9-11 April 2018), attended 
by over 400 delegates. Nico van Oudenhoven 
was invited to attend and share ICDI’s experien-
ce in Early Childhood Education and Care.

International conference on ‘Alternative Care 
for Children’ organised by Nuestros Pequeños 
Hermanos - NPH in Guatemala (15-18 May 2018). 
Nico van Oudenhoven and Bep van Sloten orga-
nised a workshop on deinstitutionalisation and 
reintegration of children.

Both, R., Cortellesi, G., Gebre, K. Mussie, A., Ker-
nan, M. Sehalu, A. (2018) Happy young learners: 
psychosocial well-being of young children in 
Ethiopia: Summary Report. Addis Ababa: ESD 
and Leiden: ICDI.

Vladimir S. Sobkin, Ksenia N. Skobeltsina, Nico 
van Oudenhoven (2018) ‘The interaction be-
tween parents with their preschool children 
during leisure time’. In: Nikolay Veraksan and 
Sonja Sheridan [eds], Vygotsky’s Theory in Early 
Childhood Education and Research: Russian 
and Western Values. London: Routledge.

Nico van Oudenhoven and Rona Jualla van 
Oudenhoven (2018) Navigating Childish Times: 
what roles for children and young people in a 
fragmented and polarized world? Turnhout: 
Gompel & Scavina.

Nico van Oudenhoven (2018) ‘Play and Children: 
Everybody’s Joy and Interest’, In: Philosophical 
and cultural contexts of the children’s play 
culture, The Russian National Toy Association/ 
Association of Industry for children goods and 
services.

Consultancies 
Consultancy for Save the Children Albania: ICDI 
developed a Best Interests of the Child Check-
list to support child protection workers in ma-
king better decisions when children need to be 
placed out of their family or reintegrated from 
institutions into their families.

Consultancy for Save the Children Eastern Euro-
pe Regional Office: ICDI did a mapping and as-
sessment of best practice interventions aimed 
at family strengthening to prevent separation 
and to support de-institutionalization.

Intergenerational play and learning: Together Old 
and Young webinar, aired on 19 September 2018 
on the Play Futures Platform of the LEGO Foun-
dation and attended by 50 people worldwide.

ICDI is a knowledge organisation in children’s psychosocial development and well-being. In most of 

our projects we embed a research and innovation development agenda. Every year, this results in 

a number of publications and presentations at international conferences. Many of them are open 

source and can be used by other organisations to be inspired and start initiatives based on methodo-

logies and tools developed by ICDI. Our expertise is also contracted by other organizations who require 

our support in their programmes through short term assignments. Information about all these activi-

ties is listed below.

Research and advice

http://www.toyproject.net/publication/latest-publications/toy-quality-programme-guidelines/
http://www.toyproject.net/publication/latest-publications/toy-quality-programme-guidelines/
http://www.toyproject.net/publication/latest-publications/toy-handbook-tutors-course-developers/ 
http://www.toyproject.net/publication/latest-publications/toy-handbook-tutors-course-developers/ 
http://www.toyproject.net/publication/latest-publications/toy-handbook-tutors-course-developers/ 
https://icdi.nl/media/uploads/downloads/seed-research-report-21dec18-final.pdf 
https://icdi.nl/media/uploads/downloads/seed-research-report-21dec18-final.pdf 
https://icdi.nl/media/uploads/downloads/seed-research-report-21dec18-final.pdf 
https://icdi.nl/media/uploads/downloads/seed-research-report-21dec18-final.pdf 
https://icdi.nl/media/uploads/downloads/seed-report-summary-final-dec18-eng.pdf 
https://icdi.nl/media/uploads/downloads/seed-report-summary-final-dec18-eng.pdf 
https://icdi.nl/media/uploads/downloads/seed-report-summary-final-dec18-eng.pdf 
https://icdi.nl/media/uploads/downloads/final-upsi-5-research-report-ethiopia-07june-final.pdf
https://icdi.nl/media/uploads/downloads/final-upsi-5-research-report-ethiopia-07june-final.pdf
https://icdi.nl/media/uploads/downloads/final-upsi-5-research-report-ethiopia-07june-final.pdf
http://www.her-choice.org/en/uncategorized/her-choice-at-the-girls-not-brides-global-conference-last-week/ 
https://icdi.nl/what-we-do/tools 
http://www.toyproject.net/news/eecera-conference/
http://www.toyproject.net/news/eecera-conference/
https://icdi.nl/media/uploads/downloads/ethiopia-report-online-spreads-20180611-eng.pdf
https://icdi.nl/media/uploads/downloads/ethiopia-report-online-spreads-20180611-eng.pdf
https://icdi.nl/media/uploads/downloads/ethiopia-report-online-spreads-20180611-eng.pdf
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Looking 
ahead 
to 2019                          
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2019 will be the year that ICDI celebrates its 25th 

birthday! In 1994, Nico van Oudenhoven and Rekha 

Wazir started the organisation, as they felt there 

was a need for specialized knowledge on psycho-

social child and youth development for people ac-

tive in the child rights field around the globe. Sin-

ce these modest beginnings, we have grown into a 

reputable and recognizable partner for hundreds 

of like-minded organisations. Thousands of pro-

fessionals, practitioners, teachers, parents and 

young people have been trained by ICDI in a range 

of relevant topics, from early childhood to youth 

participation. Moreover, hundreds of thousands of 

children and young people have directly and indi-

rectly benefited from our work. We are very proud 

of what we have done so far and what we hope 

to continue doing with all our heart and soul for 

many more years to come.

We plan to celebrate our 25th anniversary by pre-

senting our achievements at events, like conferen-

ces and seminars. We also want to offer a free tas-

ter of some of our training to other organisations, 

as a kind of birthday present (if you are interested, 

let us know!). We sincerely hope that all our part-

ners, old and new, will join us in our celebrations.

Of course, in 2019 we will also start several new 

and exciting projects. To mention a few:

• 	 CYBERSAFE, which focusses on improving 

	 online safety for girls.

• 	 Education Matters More, which aims to 

	 increase access to and retention in education 		

	 for girls in Ethiopia.

• 	 TOY to Share, Play to Care, which aims to 

	 create Play Hubs for young children from		

	 migrant and Roma families in several European 	

	 countries, to stimulate their healthy 

	 development and integration into society.

Looking ahead to 2019

Next to this, we will continue one of our flagship 

projects, HER CHOICE, that is helping to create 

child marriage free communities in countries in 

Africa and Asia. 

 

We also have many other plans and new ideas we 

want to pursue, such as a project about ‘social 

grandparenting’, whereby senior citizens will act 

as important support figures for young children.

In the 25 years that we have existed, we have 

always tried to cater to the needs of children and 

of the people that support them (such as parents, 

professionals and community leaders). And alt-

hough we are proud of what we have achieved, we 

still feel there is so much more we can and should 

do. In fact, we are still just beginning. Therefore 

our slogan for 2019 is “Never grow up!” Only by 

staying young at heart can we stay close to the 

heart of child and youth development.

Mathijs Euwema
Director ICDI 
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Thank you to our partners!

Animus Association Foundation (Bulgaria) • Aso-

ciación Columbares (Spain) • Asociación Cultural 

Euroacción Murcia (Spain) • Associazione 21 luglio 

(Italy) • Associazione Arci Comitato Provinciale 

di Siena (Italy) • Bedari (Pakistan) • Beth John-

son Foundation/Linking Generations Northern 

Ireland • Centre Education Initiatives (Latvia) • 

Child Workers in Nepal • Comicdom Press (Gree-

ce) • Dalit NGO (Bangladesh) • Dublin Institute of 

Technology (Ireland) • Education for Sustainable 

Development (Ethiopia) • Educational Research 

Institute (Slovenia) • Eurochild (Belgium) • Euro-

pean University Cyprus • Hellenic Open University 

(Greece) • Institut IVIZ (Slovenia) • Institute of 

Social Studies-Erasmus University (Netherlands) 

• International Step by Step Association (Nether-

lands) • Labor and Health Social Initiatives (Uk-

raine) • Municipality Lleida (Spain) • One Family 

People (Sierra Leone) • Open Academy Step by Step 

(Croatia) • Partners for Democratic Change (Hun-

gary) • Prevention and Early Intervention Network 

(Ireland) • Queen Maud University College of Early 

Childhood Education (Norway) • Retesalute (Italy) • 

REYN (Netherlands) •  Romani Early Years Network 

• Stichting De Vrolijkheid (Netherlands) • Stichting 

Kinderpostzegels Nederland • The Hunger Project 

(Netherlands) • TUCEP (Italy) • University of Am-

sterdam (Netherlands) • University of Applied Sci-

ence Almere (Netherlands) • University of Coimbra 

(Portugal) • University of Tromso (Norway) • VBJK 

Centre for Innovation in the Early Years (Belgium) • 

Wide Open School (Slovakia) 

Thank you to our donors!

Dioraphte Foundation • Dutch Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs • Dutch Postcode Lottery • European 

Commission • Oak Foundation • Open Society 

Foundations • Stichting Kinderpostzegels 

Nederland 

We also thank our Committee of Recommendati-

on for their precious support to ICDI’s vision and 

mission:

Prof. Dr. David Lancy, Emeritus Professor of 

Anthropology, University of Utah

Dr. H.J.J. (Henri) Lenferink, Mayor of Leiden

Prof. Dr. Ton Liefaard, UNICEF Chair in Children’s 

Rights at Leiden Law School, Leiden University

Dr. Elly Singer, Associate Professor (ret.) 

Developmental Psychology and Education at the 

University of Utrecht and University of Amsterdam

‘For more than twenty years 
ICDI is making impressive 
contributions to the 
psychosocial well-being of 
children and young people 
around the world’
Drs. H.J.J. (Henri) Lenferink, Mayor of 

Leiden

We are really grateful for the inspiring and fruitful collaborations we had in 2018 with all our partner 

organisations around the globe and the donor organisations that made our work possible. 

Supporters

‘By participating in ICDI’s project I discovered how little 
young people my age know about sex and relationships. 
We need better sexual education in our schools and I feel 
very motivated to make that happen!’ 
Eva, 16 - young peer researcher in the ‘Adolescents Perceptions on Healthy 

Relationships’ project, Bulgaria

‘Because of the training we received from ICDI, we 
now look at children in their environments and 
relationships. We can better support them in getting 
ready for school while we also make sure that both 
parents and children are happier and healthier’
Home visitor, ‘Make the first 1000 days count’ project, Ethiopia

https://icdi.nl/who-we-are#committee-of-recommendation
https://icdi.nl/who-we-are#committee-of-recommendation
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In 2018 ICDI’s total income from project subsidies was € 1.298.258. Of 

this, 84% was directly spent on ICDI’s mission and objectives. Total ex-

penditures in 2018 were € 1.301.299, leaving a negative result of € 3.041.  

16% of income was spent on overhead and fundraising costs. This latter 

figure falls well below the maximum of 25% for such costs as set by 

regular Dutch standards for Non-Governmental Organisations. For the 

full financial statement and independent auditor’s report, please visit 

our website.

Staff (31 December 2018):
Mathijs Euwema, Director 

Margaret Kernan, Senior Programme Manager  

Giulia Cortellesi, Senior Programme Manager

Rutger van Oudenhoven, Senior Programme Manager

Sarah de Vos, Senior Programme Manager

Asia Koerten, Human Resources & Finance Manager 

Simona Giancola, Communications Manager 

Mariana Palazuelos, Intern 

Nico van Oudenhoven, Senior Associate 

Rekha Wazir, Senior Associate 

Board (31 December 2018):
Ewout van Galen (chair) 

Anneke Wensing (secretary) 

Patrick Roozeman (treasurer) 

Carla van Os 

Nina Schmitz 

 

Financial statement

Staff and Board

https://icdi.nl/media/uploads/publications/icdi-auditor-financial-report-2018.pdf


International Child Development Initiatives (ICDI) is a knowledge organization

in psychosocial development of children and young people growing up in  

difficult circumstances.

ICDI believes in the power of children and young people, supporting their rights

and addressing the underlying causes for the problems they face.

We aim to improve policies and practices by building the skills of: children,

mothers, fathers, families, communities, local organizations, and authorities.

ICDI also works with and for bigger international child rights organizations,

supporting knowledge transfer through training, research and advice.

From Nepal to Nicaragua, and from Kiev to Katwijk, our dream is ‘a happy life

for all children’. Serious and sincere, academic and practical, small and with

major impact, ICDI has been promoting psychosocial well-being of children and

young people for more than twenty years.

Hooglandse Kerkgracht 17 - F

2312 HS Leiden, Netherlands www.icdi.nl


